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Voice Lessons: Practice #3

Diction Practice:

An aged man is but a paltry thing

A tattered coat upon a stick…

- W.B. Yeats, “Sailing to Byzantium”

1. What picture is created by the use of the word tattered?

2. By understanding the connotation of the word tattered, what do we understand about the persona’s attitude toward an aged man?

3. List three adjectives that can be used to describe a pair of shoes.  Each adjective should connote a different feeling about the shoes.

Detail Practice:

CHARLEY (to WILLY): Why must everybody like you?  Who liked J.P. Morgan?  Was he impressive?  In a Turkish bath he’d look like a butcher.  But with his pockets on he was very well liked.  Now listen, Willy, I know you don’t like me, and nobody can say I’m in love with you, but I’ll give you a job because – just for the hell of it, put it that way.  Now what do you say?

- Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman
1. Who was J.P. Morgan?  What is a Turkish bath?  What picture comes to mind when someone is said to look like a butcher?  How do these details contribute to the point Charley is trying to make?

2. How would the passage be different if Charley said J.P. Morgan would look like a baker in a Turkish bath?

3. Think of someone famous and powerful.  Use detail to create an unflattering but accurate description of the physical appearance of this famous person.

Imagery Practice:

She looked into the distance, and the old terror flamed up for an instant, then sank again.  Edna heard her father’s voice and her sister Margaret’s.  She heard the barking of an old dog that was chained to the sycamore tree.  The spurs of the cavalry officer clanged as he walked across the porch.  There was the hum of bees, and the musky odor of pinks filled the air.

- Kate Chopin, The Awakening
1. Although the narrator “looks into the distance,” the images are primarily auditory.  What are the auditory images in the passage?  What mood do these images create?

2. The last sentence of this passage contains an olfactory image (the musky odor of pinks fill the air).  What effect does the use of an olfactory image, after a series of auditory images, have on the reader?

3. Write a paragraph in which you create a scene through auditory imagery.  The purpose of your paragraph is to create a calm, peaceful mood.  Use one olfactory image to enhance the mood created by auditory imagery.

Syntax Practice:

No sooner had the reverberation of my blows sunk into silence, then I was answered by a voice from within the tomb! – by a cry, at first muffled and broken, like the sobbing of a child, and then quickly swelling into one long, loud, and continuous scream, utterly anomalous and inhuman – a howl! – a wailing shriek, half of horror and half of triumph, such as might have arisen only out of hell, conjointly from the throats of the damned in their agony and of the demons that exult in the damnation.

- Edgar Allan Poe, “The Black Cat”

1. The dashes in this long sentence set off a series of appositives.  (An appositive is a noun or noun phrase placed beside another noun or noun phrase and used to identify or explain it.)  What noun phrase is explained by the appositives?

2. This sentence makes syntactic and semantic sense if it ends with the first exclamation point.  What do the appositives add to the meaning and effectiveness of the sentence?

3. Rewrite Poe’s sentence, changing it into a series of short sentences.  Discuss how the use of short sentences changes the overall meaning of the original.

Tone Practice:
It’s his first exposure to Third World passion.  He thought only Americans had informed political opinion – other people staged coups out of spite and misery.  It’s an unwelcome revelation to him that a reasonably educated and rational man like Ro would die for things that he, Brent, has never heard of and would rather laugh about.  Ro was tortured in jail.  Franny has taken off her earphones.  Electrodes, canes, freezing tanks.  He leaves nothing out.  Something’s gotten into Ro.

Dad looks sick.  The meaning of Thanksgiving should not be so explicit.

- Bharati Mukherjee, “Orbiting”

1. What is the narrator’s attitude toward Brent (Dad)?  Cite your evidence.

2. How does the syntax in this passage help create the tone?

3. Rewrite the last five sentences in the first paragraph, making the five short sentences into two longer sentences.  Discuss how the longer sentences affect the tone of the passage.
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